
 

 

 

August 21, 2019 

  

Dear First Grade Families, 

Welcome to Back to School Night! At 6:25 I hope to 

connect with you individually as you explore some 

stations designed to give you an idea of the first grade 

program your child will experience this year. I will then 

do a short presentation about rules, policies and 

procedures as well as clarify anything you need. 

  

In First Grade, children are discovering themselves as individuals and as part of a group. It 

is my hope that the students will see themselves as competent, thoughtful, respectful, 

responsible and valued members of our class, school and world. They are discovering their 

unique characteristics and abilities as well as their interests and backgrounds. This learning 

and self discovery lay the foundation for them to see themselves as excited and motivated 

lifelong learners. Lessons are designed to match instruction to students’ developmental 

strengths and needs and develop character as well as scholarly traits in young learners.  

  

Carmel Unified School District offers a balanced curriculum that provides for the academic, 

social, physical, and emotional development of each student. All areas of the curriculum 

are aligned with state or Common Core standards and are under continuous review by staff 

and administrators.  

 

 EXPANDING MINDS       BROADENING HORIZONS 
 

READING and WRITING 

One of the greatest joys of teaching first grade is seeing the amazing growth each child 

makes in reading. The best way to become a better reader is to read, read, read, and read, 

voraciously. It is essential that your child be exposed to a variety of books and genres. The 

goal is to instill a true LOVE of reading and language. I can tell you that the window that 

your child waits hopefully each evening for story time is short and precious. Enjoy this 

magical time and read to and with your child each evening. 

  

It is also important to respect your child’s interests, and let them guide you to the books 

that they want to read.  Do not worry if these books seem “too easy”. Reading books at an 

independent level helps your child’s fluency and confidence. Please read the information on 

Building a Reader at Home. Our lovely Tularcitos School library is open afterschool from 

3:00-3:30pm and has a great selection of children’s favorites. The nearby Carmel Valley 

Library is open Tuesday and Thursday until 7:00, Wednesday until 6:00 and Friday - 

Saturday until 5:00pm. They are closed Sunday and Monday.   



 

  

The spelling program is phonetically based and will give children some tools that they need 

for writing. Each week we will focus on a spelling pattern. At the end of the week students 

will be asked to demonstrate their understanding of that pattern. The top 100 sight words, 

or high frequency words, will also be taught and tested. Please read How to make 

Spelling Fun!, Building Writing Skills and Writing at Home  for ideas specific to your 

child’s level.  

  

Children have daily practice in handwriting skills. The emphasis is on slow and careful 

quality work. Please check your child’s work to make sure that they are taking time and 

using their best handwriting in pencil. I will send a “Pencil-Grip Guide” and “Manuscript 

Model” with the top 100 sight words for your child to keep in their homework folder. 

  

MATH 

Our Mathematics Program is the Envision Math program. Our goal is to provide activities 

that are meaningful and productive in order to help children become independent and 

comfortable thinkers about mathematical ideas. When your child brings home their math 

work each week, please have them talk to you about what they are working on. It is 

important for them to be able to explain their thinking to others on a regular basis. Please 

refer to Building Math Skills at Home for ideas that will support first grade math 

concepts. I will put a 1-120 chart in their homework folder. Our classroom routines also 

give children real-life opportunities to develop and refine a variety of mathematics skills. 

  

Please read the article I’ve included, “Why are Math Facts Important?” You can assist 

your child by helping them practice their math facts at home and by having number talks 

while you are engaging in everyday activities. 

  

SCIENCE AND SOCIAL STUDIES 

Children have a weekly science period in the lab, as well as front-loading and follow-up 

activities in the classroom. The focus is on the processes of observing carefully, 

communicating by describing details and processes, both orally and in writing, as well as 

comparing and organizing. Our class will learn about their place and connections in the 

world. Various holidays, famous people and events will be discussed, as well as the 

concepts of good citizenship.  

 

 

FIELD TRIPS AND SOME FUN EVENTS  *All three first grade classes together  

  *Gingerbread Doll Project (December) 

FALL FESTIVAL (September 27th) Carmel Valley Library (January) 

Santa Lucia Preserve (October 2nd) Monterey Bay Aquarium (February 4th) 

HALLOWEEN PARADE (October 31st) Valentine Card Exchange (Feb. 14) 

*Pacific Grove Natural History Museum (Nov. 6th) *Asilomar Tide Pool (April) 

  *End of Year Beach Party (May 29th) 



 

  

 

SPECIALIST CLASSES: 

Our weekly schedule is included in this packet. Please help your child remember to wear 

safe shoes for recess and on our P.E. days (Tues. and Wed.). Library books are due 

Tuesday. Please check out our specialist classes by visiting the district website- 

www.carmelunified.org , choose Tularcitos Elementary School from the drop-down menu 

and look under the Programs/Services heading which include music, art, physical 

education, spanish, computer lab, library, and science. 

 

 

NURTURING HEARTS     INSPIRING ACTIONS 
 

CHARACTER COUNTS 

Our Character program, Character Counts, focuses on the six Pillars of Character which are 

caring, fairness, respect, trustworthiness, responsibility and citizenship. Our grade level will 

present at the assembly on Trustworthiness. This is usually in the springtime. 

  

SCHOLARLY BEHAVIOR: 

Students will explore what it means to be a scholar. Scholars set goals, participate, 

practice, take risks, have a thirst for knowledge, ponder, stick to tasks and are curious! 

Check out the student chosen evidence on our “Scholar’s Choice Board” each week. You 

might ask your child what scholarly attribute their chosen piece shows. 

  

Room 11 Rules and Expectations: 

As you know we have all agreed to… 

Be SAFE, Be RESPECTFUL, BE RESPONSIBLE and HAVE FUN! 

Students are recognized for making good choices and will sometimes receive a character 

award (inside class) or a golden ticket (recess times). You will likely see evidence of this in 

the pocket in their homework folder.  If a student is having trouble consistently, we will 

come up with a solution together. I will send a behavior reflection sheet if needed to inform 

you of what happened and how your child reflected on the incident. Parental 

communication and support are vital to any classroom management system. 

 

 COMMUNICATION 
  

HOMEWORK: 

Please take a moment to read the  Tularcitos Homework Philosophy. We want time 

spent to be meaningful and minimal so as not to induce stress or frustration around 

learning. Your child will have assigned nightly reading Monday-Thursday beginning on 

Tuesday September 3rd. The nightly reading books are at each child’s level so they can 

http://www.carmelunified.org/
http://www.carmelunified.org/


 

practice their fluency when reading to you and other family members. One book is 

assigned for each day. Please ask questions about the book to deepen your child’s 

understanding. We will use these books in small reading groups every day, so please be 

sure to return them to the pouch when finished. Please read at least one quality literature 

book to your child each evening as well. The first packet will be sent home this Friday. If 

your child needs the spelling practice, please have them do the spelling daily in the 5 step 

method taught at school rather than all in one day. Homework should take an average of 

15 minutes, four nights a week.  

 

SPECIAL HOMEWORK PROJECTS: We have two projects during the year that students are 

asked to complete at home. One is a decorated paper turkey feather done before 

Thanksgiving break  and the other is a Gingerbread doll during the winter season. We 

thank you in advance for your support of these projects.  

  

Pick-up and Drop-off: 

The campus opens at 8:25. Room 11 students have done an amazing job with turning in 

folders and taking out snacks and lunches each morning. If you arrive after the 8:40 bell, 

please get a tardy slip from the office. After school, students can be picked up outside the 

classroom. For safety reasons, I have asked the children to wait with me until you or a 

designated person comes to get them. I realize parking is difficult and I will stay in front of 

the room as long as possible. However, there will be weeks when I have bus duty and will 

not be able to wait. If that is the case, your child will be waiting at the office. Please avoid 

letting children play on the grass outside the room after school. It gets confusing, noisy 

and congested due to the number of bus riders we have. 

  

Best way to contact: 

Email is typically the best way to get a message to me unless I see you personally and 

make a note. If pick up plans change for the current day, it is best to call since I often 

don’t have time to check email until after the day is done.  

 

I have attached the school’s Communication Guidelines for your convenience.  

  

Thank you so much for coming. I’m looking forward to a successful partnership this year! 

  

Ms. Kim Reimer 

620-8195 Ext. 3311 

kreimer@carmelunified.org 

mailto:kreimer@carmelunified.org

